We sang in the van 

To the policemens' delight! 
We arrived 

We-sat and waited 

And talked 

About birth signs 
"Policemen can't be Geninil" 
We were searched one by one 
Gave our names and addresses 
Date of birth 

And nothing more. 

Together in & tiny cell 

We sang 

Again. 

The police liked it, 

but other rrea didn't 
We still sang 

Quietly. 


We sat 

And talked 

Of fears, hopes 
And plans for the future! 

One of us was called out 

And threatened 

They took her fingerprints and photos. 


The legal observer 
got permission 
to see me. 


They gave my glasses back 


.So I could see! 
“We talked 


felt reassured. 

She brought food 

And cigarettes. 

We weren't allowed matches! 
Finally I was charged 


"Obstruction of the highway" 


And ran 


to freedom 


And the strength of my sisters. 
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Dear sisters, 

I saw the War Game when Iwas 15. 
Banned by the B.B.C. tut showing at a few 
cinemas up and down the country,I'm sure I 
would never have known about it if my boy- 
friend hadn't taken me to see it. When we came 
out of the cinema he said he still thought 
Britein needed a nuclear deterrent.I said I 
thought that was the craziest thing I'd ever 
heard(I'd never really liked him anyway!). 

By the time I was a bit older and had 
Slightly more confidence in my convictions,CND 
was all but dead.My feelings lingered on, 
occasionly nourished over the years by extra 
information from.the media, 

It wasn't until 3 weeks ago that I saw 
Helen Caldicott's videos ‘Critical Mass’ at 
Brighton Women's Centre. I came out halfway 
through, to have a cigarette and tried hard to 
suppress my desire to pierce a dagger through 
the tightly stuffed uniform of a high ranking 
member of the male military establishment. 
Almost any one of them would have done. 

Then I went back to see the rest of the 
film but it was almost finished so I saw it 
round a second time, Then I cried a lot. I 
Stood in the little yard at the back of the 
Women's Centre with its solitary tree and 
looked at the sky.A light rain was falling and 
there were occasional blue flashes heralding 
an electric storm.And a picture in my head of 
bald-headed Hiroshima victim which it was all 
too easy to see duplicated 
all over the Northen hemisphere sometime within 
the next few years. 


If we don't take them by force, play them 
at their own game, fall into the old male traps 
and act as if we're no better than our enemies 


then we've got to get them some other way.But 
it's got to be good. It's got to be force 
without violence. And it's got to be something 
that ALL women can do irrespective of 
commitments which for many women it would be 
unrealistic to abandon eg. children, families, 
jobs etc. 


And it must also be something that holds | 
them to ransom, sonething that they have to 
Sit up and take notice of and preferably 
something which they cannot restrain us from 
doing within the bounds of their existing 
legislatien. I want to get beyond patriarchal 
law. è 
But where does men's control of women end? 
What is it that makes us indispensable to 
men, .which so far men are still a short 
distance away from being able to perform 
without us? The continuation of the species. 


Yes, that very thing that they are also 
hellbent on destroying by means of a 


perverted technology. 
Just as workers can withdraw their. 
productive labour power and go on strike, 


` so all women can withdraw their RE-productive 


LABOUR (*) power until their 


demand for a peaceful world is met. 
We are entitled to argue that unless certain 


‘environmental conditions are resumed, it 


simply isnt worth our while going to 
all that trouble. ; 

What's the point anyway of bringing a 
child into the World IF it's only got a50-50 
chance of reaching its 3rd birthday? Those 
are the current odds being quoted by the 
joint chiefs of staff (USA);the lunatic 
power-crazed, nihilistic male buttonpushers 
who, as Helen Caldicott rightly says, have 
the arrested emotional and intellectual 
development of a 13 year old delinquent toy. 


I would like to suggest that we ee 


seriously attempt to get as many heterosexual 
women as possible from all over the country 
interested in the idea of a token stoppage ie. 
withdraw from sexual relations with men.(80% 
of abortions are the result of contraceptive 
failure so it's no good kidding ourselves 
that sex with men and pregnancy are separate 
events nowadays; they never were and they 
never Will be.) No one can stop us if we 

so choose and all women can, in theory at ; 
least, participate without any loss of time 
spent on other commitments.Indeed it would 
actually provide most of us with slightly 
more time than we're used to! - 

The women of ancient Greece are said to. 
have gone on a birth strike to prevent their 
men from starting a war and they were 
apparently successful. 

. The strike could take many forms: 
1.A11 out for a month nationwide with the 
threat of further strikes 1f our demand to 
remove cruise from British bases is'nt met. 
2.Regional and for longer periods than a 
month. ; 

Objections to this proposal includes 
1. Lesbians don't have anything to do and 
participate by default so to speak! 
2.More seriously - heterosexual women may 
object that they couldn't keep it up or don't 
want to. Well,maybe if you've got a reputation 
amongst the women at your workplace or amongst 
friends for having a bit of an insatiable sexual 
appetite perhaps you could get “them to 
sponsor your period of abstinence! Funds to 
Greenham - 20p per week or something. 

The advantages of this idea are: 

1. The action is above the law whilst no way 
conflicting with action that is'nt, 
2.It cuts across social and class barriers 


. 


between women, 


- 3. All women whatever they do , whatever 


lifestyle they lead can participate without 
altering their life circumstances, 

4, It brings our protest down to basics; the 
futility of women's creative nurturing powers 
under present conditions of male destructive 


powers. 
I would like to have some feedback. 
Write to LYSISTRATA. L.B. 
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LYSISTRATA has come out of Brighton 
Women's Peace Group which is why this 
issue is predominantly about women's 
action in Brighton. We feel it is very 
important to establish links with womens 
peace groups throughout this country and 

. the World; especially small ones not 
getting much coverage. We hope that such 
groups will let us know of any action 
going on in their area. — 


subscription rates t 


DEN SOCCER E. enam E aoo onto dee DU 


Tielve JSHÜBB. cse eec esovie ue oseceecceco £5. 50 


Institutional rates 
Six PSUs I i eruesesevebeeveceecccedib.O0 


TWEIVE SERUSB Toe (eese io dposooecoro ced. SO 


These rates apply to Britain, Ireland and 
overseas rates will vary with postage costs. 


. Reductions made for unwaged, low waged subs. 
Cheques/postal orders made payable to 
Gemini Press. 

Lysistrata, c/o 11 George Street, Brighton 
Sussex. BN2 1RH. 


Women against the Tories 


On the last day of the Con- 
ference the women staged a 'die- 
in' where they lay in front of 
delegates leaving the Centre in 
order to force them to think of 
the 'realities' of nuclear war. 
The police moved in immediately 
and dragged the women to the 
kerbside or into the: road. One 
policeman was told that he didn't 
need to be so rough and he said 
that it was the only way to deal 
with the women. Would moving 
millions of dead bodies be so 
easy to cope with? 


During the week beginning 
October 4th the Tory Party held 
its 1982 Conference in Brighton. 
Amongst the various protests and 
demonstrations outside the Con- 
ference. Centre was a large num- 
ber of Women protesting against 
the Tories' destructive defence 
policy. Dressed all in black 
they crossed the road in front 


_ of the Centre and proceeded at 


a funeral pace along to the 
Grand Hotel as top Tory deleg- 
ates were going in for lunch. 
The women carried black poppies 


‘and wreaths in mourning for 


those victims of nuclear weapons. 
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No more heroes 


On October 12th 300,000 people came out 
to watch the Falklands Victory Parade. It 
was given good coverage on the radio, and 
listening to the commentary aroused mixed 
feelings in me. A couple of men who fought 
the Argentinians spoke about their feelings. 
One said, “killing ‘someone is impersonal, 
you are hyped up to kill. When your target 


goes up in a ball of flames you feel a sense 


of achievement. A relief that they've not 
killed you. Later you may feel sorry for 
the enemy - especially if they have fought 
well.” 

Another said - 

I don't care whether we've got that bit of 
land or not. We've shown the whole world 
you just can't mess with Britain.” 

I feel angry and sad about that parade. 

It was a celebration. Of what? Britain 
has forced peace in the Falklands. There 
has been a violent victory over agression. 
The soldiers talked of the bravery of their 
fellows, how they warmed each other, kept 
each others' spirits up. 

The Argentinian soldiers were brave too, maybe 
also felt a satisfaction when they killed. 
They may have not known why they were there, 


they too were young, they too were terrified. 


They shouldn't have been killed either. What 
was Britain really celebrating? 

The enemy wasn't those Argentinian boys. 
-Our enemy is those who instigate this 
official violence, those who use it to 
increase their power, those who terrorise 
people who struggle for peace, those who 
have glorified the killing, who talk about 
‘fighting well'. There shouldn't have been 
awar. There shouldn't have been celeb- 
rations after it. SPB 


PRET 


On 12 October there was a 'victory' par- 
ade through central London. Police, army 
tanks etc marched past the digniatories in 
their box (Michael Foot included!), to the 


Guildhall where a massive feast was laid on. 
We picked our spot at 9am and tried to look 
like tourists - yes, we even bought union jacks! 


More and more people came and we were hussled 
together. There was a jolly 'holiday' atmos- 
phere: everyone was friendly and excited, but 
thé thought of what we were about to do hung 
over us. 

The parade passed us. A few quick pulls at the 
banners tied around our waists and they were . 
in the air. i 


WOMEN TURN THEIR BACKS ON WAR! 


The friendly crowd became a hostile mass. Jeers, 
pushes, shouts were expected, but what upset 

us most was women crying and shouting at u$. 

The banner was ripped down; a policeman leapt 
over the barrier and pushed Lyn away. We hud- 
dled together, holding onto each other, crying. 
The tanks went past - the crowd cheered, we 
cried; injured men passed; again they cheered. 

We clung tighter and cried. 

I looked up a few times and concentrated on Jo's 
face in front. Energy spun a web around us. 

We were secure and strong - expressing our 
feelings about this horrible glorification of 
war. Hopefully, we might have given anyone 
seeing us the courage to identify with their 
feelings, too. 

Eventually, it ended, we had to ge away. We 
.pushed our way thru' the crowd and escaped into tc 
the tube - the wrong direction but never mind! © 
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= The game vas to make/Gecisions that the 
Spa y represented ; your role would make: 
n We^had about 40mins for each period of 
Vanen'a-moneyéaden?. Qiasof action training. time (from nth-the whole of the winter). 


weekend at Sheffield. September 11th 1982. This worked well to produce that familiar 
feeling of pressure and frustration! 


The weekend grew out of the action at thé 
Stock Exchange. After the CND deno on June 
6th about 80 women 'died' aroung the Stock 
Exchange, blocking the roads and showing 
people the chaos that would be caused by a 
nuclear war. When we all met and talked about 
this action everyone felt that it would be 
good to get together again and share ideas. 


We all became very involved in our char- 
acters- in fact it was one of the strongest 
points of the gane, we all agreed that the 
decisions made by everyone were as realistic 
as could be. The women acting as referees, 
judging the realism of each 'move' had little 
to do, however, another function of their job 
was to introduce external events such as Inter 
national affairs and the General Election. 

We played through the timespace of a year and 


a bit - up to Dec 1983, when Cruise is due to 
to arrive. It took about 5 hours of intense 


brainwork which was often painful, sometimes 
.funny and always demanding. 


Maybe do some more action together. So, 
Leslie Bolton (from Sheffield) and a few 
women from London organised the weekend in 
Sheffield, to which about 30 women went. 
During Saturday we played a " simulation 
game." This lasted most of. the day.......... 
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The part I'íook in the game was that of 

| Inspector Cringe, the MOD police chief for 
i the base. I took decisions with the com- 
mander of the base and the head of civilian 


police for Newbury. Although these roles 
were obviously alien to us and none of us 


really knew how much power these people 
had (eg what their legal rights were) we 
| got into them quite well! We were soom in 

| close liason with the councillors and the 
government - scheming how to get the women 
away from the base. Any sympathetic feel- 
ings for the women were clouded by seeing. 
them merely as an irritating presence that 
must be removed. 

To a large extent, our moves were very easy. 
If the Greenham women were planning a block- 
ade we would just make sure that more police 
were called in, that the publicity was min- 
imal and that the council was on our side. 
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SR airs 
| The very end of the gane was a blur to 
| me. Moments went by and then all the 
| women taking part were in a circle hold- 
| ing hands, many of us crying. It seemed 


that by losing this game it had made us 
feel very small and ineffectual , unable to do 


. 


anything constructive or effective, a general 


feeling of 'we can't win - they're too powerful' 


1 took us over and a lot of emotional feelings 


came out. For me, the end Brought those emotions 
that I suppress to the surface - those feelings 


“> 


that we are never getting anywhere, and that the 
problem we face is HUGE - not just about cruise 
| missiles or nuclear disarmament, but confronting 


| ression. 


power and patriarchy in the shape of state opp- 


The game slowly progressed to start with, 

but in the autumn of 1983 the people who 

were refereeing decided that the unrest 

during the summer had led to an early elec- 

tion and a new Government was elected - 
Conservative SDP coalition(!). At this 
point, John Nott (defence secretary) rem- 
arked "that's good, we don't have to worry 
about the peace movement any nore."' 

"This was quite a turning point in the game, 
and a very chilling statement.As the police . 
we sat back and watched the world making 
rash moves, we were in the all-powerful 


position. 


This plot intensified, and with 
6 weeks to go before cruise arrival, the 
peace protesters were thinking of things 
like kidnapping, blowing up the silos and 
general sabbotage, while the women did 
hardly anything. 
So, this enabled the police to be in com- 
plete control while the peace movement 
was dithering about, and in the end 'we' 
Won. Cruise came to the base and this 
particular game had been lost for the 


Going back to my role as MOD police chief, the i 
feelings about that were also extremely depressing. 
It made me see how the police can see demonstrators 
as faceless crowds of people and how the mentality 
of " we're only doing our job" can exist. It 

also gave ne an insight into the power of the 
police and their ability to be in control and 
undermine people by doing nothing except wear 

their uniforms. 99 
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The role included the generalised voice of the 
mixed peace camp and the hippy involvement as 
well as that of the individual, 


So the women's peace movenent gains strength, 
mixed action seems unlikely, and CND commit 
themselves to mild forms of civil disobedience. 
Late summer, the General Election brings ina 
Tory alliance with the SDP. 


The main:move I made was in early summer '83, Six Wd 

The Hippies, emerging from hibernation during beet ng ; s before m 

the winter, get themselves together for i 9 look fra e ‘eng: m 
Stonehenge, mid June. This is the first of ntie, the Peace : 


& series of festivals to which many of then 
travel during the summer and autumn. The 

next is Glastonbury CND event, which I took 
upon myself to decide would be the biggest 


venen t 
Sid has formed a group called 'Men for Peace' 
is approaching the wilder eleménts in CND to 
discuss tactics such as blowing up the silos, 
kidnapping the Commander of the Base etc. 
Meanwhile, the non-violent women's group is 
desperately trying to develop psycic powers, 
and not finding any effective means of sabotage 
or prevention. 


yet, and very tuned to a large peace camp 
following. Many people stay around for the 
‘Green Gathering' which is an alternative 
energy/peace/ecology festival, and there are 
workshops on mixed direct action, and mixed 
actions are planned for Greenham. (This did 
háppen in '82). 


At this point things just went crazy! The frust- 
ration, stress, were almost unbearable, everyone 
felt absolutely drained. Still in my role, I 
could perfectly understand the desperation and 
helplessness that drives people to acts of ter- 
rorism. 


Previously however, during the winter and 
spring, the women of the mixed camp have been 
raising their consciousnesses and are start- 
ing to make wonen only spaces within their 


camps and homes. The last festival at urv 
Cruise, arrived. :We stopped the game, 


Pilton, Glastonbury,, is, of courss, tne 2nd 


were ‘broken and we were without hope. 


women's internaticual event. The hippies It was a 


f " 
prepare to move on but their women‘ refuse difficult time; many tears had to be cried, many 


to go, causing a degree of restlesness amongst fears shared and a lot of comfort and love given 


heien- before we coulidistart to feel whole again 9 
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Structure 


The desirability for a certain amount of structure. 
and organisation was discussed a lot - here there 
seems to be a need for further debate; Greenhan 
represented the spiritual and psychic power of 
women and there is a need for the development of 
our intellectual strength not yet represented well 
enough anywhere, This became the basis for some 
tension and criticism among some women. 


Work in local areas 


The game showed how women at Greenham are often 
tied down by problems of survival; shelter; law 
cases, health etc all sapping a lot of their 
creative energy. Thus it was felt that Greenhan 
as the fount of our inspiration was rather an in- 


complete source. We must shift the focus of 


action.froá there to our local areas, and spread 
the knowledge that each one of us has the power 
to change all our lives. 


Approach the top 
We came away fron Sheffield with a part of our 
minds still nunb from the shattering experience 
of the Game, but somewhere a new resolve pulsing 
Strongly. -When we listened to that beat, it. 
told us that Something important had happened: we 
had changed into,a higher gear; commitment stren- 


< gthened, awareness sharpened. We must start 


thinking beyond the limitations of our circles, 
instead of talking just to loeal CND, we must 
influence the unions; not only convincing parents, 
we must speak in schools; we must get our voices 
into the media; we must approach the top; we must 
distinguish between symbolic action and effective 
action. We can do all of this and nore. 
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Brighton: WOMEN FOR PEACE 


Brighton Women's Peace Group came out of 
a local Women Against Violence Against Women 
conference in May 1982. 
In one.of the workshops there was a showing 
of " The Critical Mass " by Helen Caldicott. 
The film had a strong effect on all of us 
there, some of us cried. When it was over 
most of us were in shock and it was difficult 
to begin talking at first. When we did, we 
realised that we all felt we had to do some- 
thing, quickly. Some of the women there had 
close contacts with Greenham Common and we 
all felt it was important to work within a 
women only group. We couldn't sit back and 
let ourselves be immobilised by feelings of 
powerlessness any longer. So the Women for 
Peace group was formed. 
Since then we have been an active and fast 
growing group. On August 6th we staged two 
'die-ins' in Brighton in rembrance of the 
bomb dropping on Hiroshima. 
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During the week. of the Tory Conference the 
peace group protested outside the Conference 
Centre. 

We have also joined the women at Greenham 
in their actions. We have joined women 
from all over to protest against the nuc- 
lear insanity and the glorification of war. 
We meet fortnightly as a large group and 
also in small groups for women who want the 
chance to discuss, or plan, or do things we 
didn't cover in the larger neetings. 

The women's peace group in Brighton have 
speakers, videos etc available for any 
groups in the surrounding area who want 

to know more about what had happened at 
Greenham, what is happening, what is planned 
for the future. 


We'd be grateful for any information on other 
women's peace groups. Please send any letters 
to Lysistrata, c/o 11 George Street, Brighton, 


Sussex. MS 
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OYNAMIC WEEKEND - 


training in non-violent direct action 


The weekend of 16th/17th October, we went 
to a training in group-techniques for direct 
action. It was led by four wonderful women, 
and the twenty people there were from various 
CND, ANC groups plus a few others. 

We spent the time in two groups of ten looking 
at the different roles that can be played in 
groups, so that group trust is developed and 
so that. everyone can participate in reaching 
decisions. We also practised planning action - 
it was surprising how much we learnt from that. 
We felt, by the end of the weekénd, that we 
had learnt a lot about the ways groups work 
and about the roles we personally play in 

then. 


We felt that for the purposes of learning about 
techniques for reaching decisions, developing 
trust, planning actions and so.on, it was all 
right being in a mixed group. We are really 
excited though, about taking these skills 
into our women's group to carry out actions 
together and further develop our trust with 
each other. Also, promises, promises, we 
found out about lots of games that are great 
fun and relieve the seriousness of just 
talking. : 

JF 
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war ig menstryation enyy 


One evening, at the beginning of the sun- 
ner, when the Women's Peace Group still met 
above Simple Supplies, we had finished early 
for once, and went for a drink in the King's 
Head. It was one of those days when I was 
feeling that strange inexplicable mood of 
isolation, oddness. I remember I didn't 
join in the conversátion round the table, 
my attention strayed to the TV set over the 
bar. 

The 10 o'clock news was on, and film from 

the Falklands was showing. The sound was 

off - I saw a ship burning, men jumping into 
the sea, rescue operations and rough first 
aid being performed on men twisted in agony. 
It didn't occur to me that this was old news 
- I thought the conflict (over by a few weeks) 
had broken out again. I was appalled and 


. Sickened. 


I said goodnight, and dazed with horror, 
wandered home. : 

On the corner of North Street was a large 
poster advertising the Daily Telegraph, " we 
bring you better news " I think was the 
Slogan. With a biro, on a corner of it in 
anger, I scribbled " War Is Menstruation Envy" 
I stepped back into the arms of a WPC. 
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On Monday 4th October I went to court, and 
was given £10 fine and £15 damages, with ten 
weeks to pay it. 


Since that day, I've had to explain to sev- 
eral people what I meant by writing " war 

is menstruation envy ". 

Blood is the essence of life. All women 
experience it as a part of living, as a 
reassurance of our cycle, or as part of child 
birth. It brings us knowledge that our body 
is healthy and able to produce offspring. 

For us, blood is a positive thing, life- 
giving and a signal of the continuity of 

our cyclo =F ^ 

There is power in this knowledge and I think 
it is recognised (albeit subconsciously) by 
men, who are jealous of it. 

Men imitate women's experience of blood by 
the only way they-can - violently spilling it. 
And producing its negative forces destruction 
and death. It seems that some men do have 

a need to evoke the power of blood. 

I said to the policemen in the car driving me 
to the station, "if men menstruated, maybe 
there wouldn't be any war", they thought " we've 
got a right loony here!" IJ 


NEWS FROM GREENHAM.... | 


The Greenham Common Wonen's Peace 


Camp has been situated outside the 
United States Air Force Base at New- 
bury since September 1981, as a prot- 
est against the 96 Cruise Missiles 
that are due to be brought into this 
country from America next year. 

The women had been camping outside the 
base in caravans up until October 3rd, 
when Newbury Council issued an order 
for bailiffs to evict the camp. Women 
stood in the pouring rain holding hands 
and singing while the bailiffs loaded 
their caravans onto trucks and cleared 
the site with a bulldozer. 


Sue 


After the site had been cleared and the 
caravans impounded truckloads of rock 

and rubble were dumped on the site in 
order to prevent any further caravans 

from being parked there. 

The day after the eviction, workmen were 
due to begin laying extra sewage pipes to 
the base, in preparation for the extra 
personel who are due to arrive at the base 
early next year. > ; 
During the early hours of the morning, the 
workmen waited inside the base to start 
working on the site. Their progress was 
held up as women started to weave 'spiders' 
webs' of coloured wool all over the site. 
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Police moved in cautioning every woman 
individually, telling them that they would 
be arrested if they continued to impede 
the workmen's progress. The women who 
were arrested after being cautioned had 
all taken part in non-violent action on 
the site. For example, some women sat in 
trenches that had been dug for the sewage 
pipes, others pulled out stakes that were 
being used as markers, some emptied bags 
of nails on the ground. Other women who 
had not been previously cautioned just 
ran onto the site, and were carried off 


by the police. All in all the workmen's 
progress was held up for over two hours. 


All of the women who were arrested, are 

due to appear in court at Newbury on 
November 17th charged with behaving in a 
manner likely to cause a breach of the 
peace, they are all to plead not guilty. 
The women who are still camping outside 

the gates of the base, even though their 
caravans have been impounded, are doing 

so with nothing more than sheets of plastic 
for shelter. 

They have been told by the police that they 
are not allowed to put up any tents, or 
erect a structure of any sort to shelter 


under. (According to the police a struct- 
ure is anything that resembles a tent.) 


ba) jy 


a 
(Tickets from Women's Centre) 5! BAY Ty, 
How are you getting there? 


_ At one point, the police raised objections 


to the children who live at the camp 
being sheltered under a large umbrella that 
was covered with a plastic sheet, to pro- 
tect them from the rain while they were 
sleeping! The reason for this apparently 
is because of a bylaw that forbids the 
building of a structure on common land. 
The only way of storing food at the camp 
is in plastic containers to keep it dry. 
Recently someone made a donation of some 
large plastic dustbins. 

The women at Greenham still need donations 
of sleeping bags, waterproof clothing, 


ground sheets, blankets " torches, lanterns, 
food, plastic containers, tarpaulins and 
plastic sheeting. They need also firewood 
and basic survival gear. Donations of 
money will also be gratefully received at 
the camp, as many of the women living there 
who should be receiving some form of social 
security or unemployment benefit are only 
able to claim £7.50 per week from the 
local DHSS. 

More women are needed at the camp also. 

A constant presence must be maintained 
outside the base at Newbury. 


We must continue in our fight to stop 
these vile weapons which pose such an 


enormous threat to all our lives. These 


stop them and stop them we will if we act 


weapons can only spell Death unless we : SANI | 
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Photo courtesy of the Evening Argus 


On August 6th women in Brighton mourned 
the women, men and children who died at 
Hiroshima in 1945 when the first atomic 
bomb was dropped, by staging a die-in. In 
a die-in those taking part lie down in 
the road as if they are dead. One idea of 
this, is to confront people with the horror 
of the nuclear threat by giving them some 
picture: of the sort of chaos that would be 
caused by a nuclear bomb, although of course 
it's not realistic. For me this action is 
effective because stopping the traffic 
achieves two things. Firstly, it disrupts 
people, nearly all of whom object, which 
allows the opportunity to reply: " look, if 
you object ta this tiny amount of disruption, 
why aren't you objecting to the threat of 
nuclear war - you won't just be disrupted, 
you'll very likely be dead. And if you're 
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not, you'll wish you were," Second, it 
attracts attention and shocks people - it's 
easy to ignore people handing out leaflets, 
but if there's several women 'dead' in the 
road, and queues of traffic with horns blar- 
ing, people are more likely to want to know 
what's going on. 

In the morning at 8.30 15 women lay down in 
the London Road. Other women handed out 
leaflets and talked to passers-by and mot- 
orists. After about 10 minutes a passing 
policeman cautioned some of the women and 
they got up. Several nale motorists asked 
the policeman whether they could remove us, 
and he authorised them to do so, saying that 
they should first ask us to move. One 

nade a half-hearted attempt to do so, but 
the óthers just grabbed women and dragged 
us from the road. My impression was that 


t 


T 
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the men were very glad of the chance to vent 
some of the anger and frustration they felt 
towards us for daring to disturb their 
routine, by being as rough as possible - 

women were dragged by one leg, pushed and 
shoved, had arms twisted and heads banged 

on the pavement. In this situation it 

was very hard to not react violently, but for 
me it reaffirmed the importance of non-vidlent 
action - if we had fought back the situation 
would have degenerated into a free-for-all, 
and the point of what we were doing would have 
been lost. I felt our strength derived from 
our non-violence. My impression óf people's 
reactions to us was mainly of hostility and 
impatience, but the leafleters said that 
although some people refused to take a leaflet 
or stop and talk, others were interested and 
encouraging, and one woman said how brave we 
were. This was borne out for me later when I 
walked home leafleting passers-by and people 
in shops, and nearly everyone I spoke to was 
“sympathetic. 

At 1.30 pm we did another die-in by Barclays 
Bank in North St. This time we attracted a 
huge crowd, whose reactions were very mixed - 
amusement, curiosity, some hostility and some 
approval. Some people were really supportive 
of what we were doing, but I heard someone right 
by my head say " bloody younsters, they weren't 


photo courtesy of the Evening Argus 
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even alive then, they don't know what they're 
talking about." It's strange, this idea some 
people seem to have, that if you haven't 
experienced something, you haven't got the 
right to object to it. The trouble with 
nuclear war is that when we have experienced 
it, it'll be too late. Why can't we learn 
from the victims of Hiroshima? After about 
10 minutes the police arrived and two of us 
were arrested. , We were charged with wilful 


- obstruction of the highway, and our case was 
"adjourned until September 6th. 
When our case came up ín court we pleaded guilty. 


We acknowledged that technically we had com- 
nitted the offence with which we were charged 
but pointed out that the laws of this coüntry 
allow us no right to cause even minor incon- 
venience, except at the discretion of the pol- 
ice. (This is in spite of what we are told, 
that in this country we have the greatest 
democratic rights in the world, of freedom of 
speech and political power. People have been 
trying to exercise these rights, using 
conventional channels to campaign against the 
existence, and therefore likely use, of nuc- 
lear weapons for over 20 years, and yet the 
situation is becoming far worse.) We also 
expressed our horror at the reality of nuc- 
lear war - millions dead and dying in agony, 
no shelter, no medical care, food and water 


contaminated - there will be nothing left to 


pto 
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cont from previous page ` 


live for. We want to go on living, and so 
we feel that we must use whatever peaceful 


means we can to prevent a nuclear war. 


We were pleased to have one woman magistrate 
in an otherwise male defined and dominated 
set-up, and felt that she at least listened 


describes the displacement syndrone - 

where we push something to the back of 

our minds because it's too unconfortabie, too 
horrific, to live with, and indulge in other 
activity, which - seen in-the context of what 
we are displacing - is completely irrelevant. 


_ be around to fight any others. ^ Recently, 


to what we had to say. We were both given I've been doing this on and off for ten 

a conditional dischatge for 12 months. years. Sometimes when I face up to the threat 
of nuclear war I feel so much fear it in- 
capacitates me - which is why I kept on trying 
to ignore it. But ignoring it isn't going 


I feel it is really crucial for more people 
to get involved in anti-nuclear campaigns. I 
know that we all only have so much energy, 
and we can't put it everywhere, tut I feel 
that if we don't fight this fight, we won't 


to save us. I feel we must acknowledge our 
responsibility - to ourselves, to each other 
and to the earth - and take action to make the 
there were several showings in Brighton of world nuclear free, if we want to go on living. | 
the video 'Critical Mass'. - Helen Caldicott : SB 


talking about the reality of nuclear war. She 


Give Peace A Chance 


The Brighton Peace Centre 


GIVE PEACE A CHANCE is a new shop and information centre, opening shortly in z | 
Kensington Gardens, Brighton, where you can: 5 


BUY books and pamphlets on the subject of nuclear disarmament, plus badges, | 
posters, cards, t-shirts, jumpers, etc. | 


ASK for information about the growing nuclear disarmament and peace movement | r Il o MAKE UPA SLOGAN, FOR THE MISSING BANNER, 


in Britain and this area E] Our thanks to Ms Lorraine chase from Hackney, 


; | she suggests that the slogan could be; 
TALK about these issues with our staff . 3 | v gees ote ie te b 


GIVE PEACE A CHANCE is . ae 
` INDEPENDENTLY RUN, but supported by a number of groups working for peace 
FINANCED by individuals and groups in the Brighton area 


STAFFED by volunteers 


[EFE al, 


ENTIRELY INDEPENDENT of any political party or group 


GIVE PEACE A CHANCE needs MORE VOLUNTEERS to work in the shop one day or half a 

day per week. If you are interested, please phone | 
Dorothy Shtasel 
home: 509163 i js 
‘work: 693655 ext 2273 | : 
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Q o ESTIMATE THE AMOUNT OF PEOPLE IN THIS CROWD. 


Thames Va]ley Police estimated 22, see if you 
» can do better (no points 1f you suceed ! ) 


Io WHAT COULD THIS WOMAN 
BE SAYING? 


A famous biscuit manufacturer 
suggests; 'A drinks toowet 
Without one.' Thanks Mac we'll 
try to remember that. 


Please send all entries to 
Lysistrata, c/o 11 George 
Street, Brighton, Sussex. 
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WILPF- 


Women’s International League For 


PEACE & FREEDOM 


born in 1915 out of women,s effort 
to end World War 1. 


*is educating women about how 
current national priorities adversly 
affect them and what they can do 

to fight back; 


*has held consultative status with 

the United Nations since 1948 and 
provides leadership among international 
non-governmental organisations; 


*is organised in 25 countries to work 
for peace and social justice on local 
national and international levels. 


THE ARMS RACE CAN BE STOPPED. 

It's current escalation increases 
inflation and unemployment, It 

drains funds from vital human services. 
It endangers our environment, 
jeopardizes our future, imperils 

our lives. 5 

WE CAN STOP ALL THAT! 


As women we have a special 
responsibilityand opportunity to 
halt the momentum toward death and 
destruction and turn it towards 
equality development and PEACE, 


YOUR * STAR * REGISTRATION 
DEMANDS THAT OUR GOVERNMENT 


*stop the Trident programme 


*refuse deployment of all medium 
range missiles 


*cut military expenditure and 
divert funds to human services 


*ban arms sales 

*support the United Nations World 
Disarmament Campaign 

Cut this part out and send tos 


WILPF, : 
29 GREAT JAMES ST. 
LONDON WCiN 3ES 


HeRRHRHHHRHRHRHHRHHRHRHH EHH Ea 


* * 
* SIGNATURE : 
* * 
* NAME M 
* * 
* ADDRESS . 
* * 
vi TEL. : 
* 

» HERE IS 0p. TO STOP THE ARMS. RACE + 
4 3* * 3 039 +*+ X OX 3* 3X 3 3* +*+ X HEH HE 
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Beyond Sovereignty 


A seminar was held by WILPF on 30th 
October. SARAH  PERRIGO from Bradford 
peace studies talked about sovereignty- z 
how it originated and what use (or non- 
use !) 1t has today. After a few 
questions  BRIGID FITZGERALD from the 
United Nations Association spoke about 
the United Nations in general, then 
looked at 3 things in particular: 

the Falklands; 
World session on disarmament; 
and the Lebanon. 


Lunchtime as usual was one of the best 
sessions: time to meet each other and 


ways and different places (not to ` 
mention the food! - 
There were various workshops in the 
afternoon. I was in  — SEN 
FEMINISM AND MILITARISM. - 
There were alot of different ages, 
backgrounds, and approaches so it was a 
very lively and interesting discussion! 
All the groups reported back at the 
plenary and a few announcements finished 
it off. GIR 
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WOMENS DISCO 
POLY ART COLLEDGE, BIN 
BASEMENT, 
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talk about what is happening in different ' 


Woman Power Is Wakening To 


The Keening' Sound!! 


On October 20th, some women 
appeared at Marylebone court 
charged with obstruction. 

They were actually ‘keenings 
outside Parliament on June 

8th at the same time that 
Reagan was 'performing' inside. 
The police had such a confused 
story, that the Magistrate(a 
woman) decided to adjourn the 
case until they had got them- 
selves together! The police 
have now got until December 
6th, to find a way to explain 
why they also arrested a man 
who was passing at the time 
that the women were arrested. 


(He turned out to be a councillor). 


ON OCTOBER 26th the other half 
of the group of women arrested 
in June for keening*outside 
Parliament appeared in court. 


Two children held up placards out- 
side making it clear to passers-by 
What was going on inside. We were 
expecting a long, drawn out case. 
However, the prosecution arranged 
with Elena to drop charges if the 
women agreed to be bound over for 
six months for £10. The women 
had to decide: in some ways it 
“seemed defeatist, but in others 
more practical to agree. After 

& short discussion they decided 
to be bound over. 

We filled the court room. The 
prosecution outlined what had 
happened and explained the bind- 
over arrangement. Elena added 
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that they had agreed and stressed 
that there would be no convict- 
ions as they had all pleaded not 
guilty. It finished quickly - 
the magistrate asked each woman 
individually and that was it! 
It's the first time that this has 
happened. It's especially sur- 
prising when the women arrested 
at the same time, who were in 
court last week, were treated 
completely differently! 


* keening - a high pitched 
moaning used as a sign of mourn- 


ing. 
2d GR 


Under the Prevention 

of Terrorism Act (PTA) 
the 'rules' are a little 
bit different. Again it is 


977020 6D oo 


YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO ONE PHONE CALL. 
M (USE IT TO PHONE YOUR SOLICITOR OR 
=) A FRIEND WHO CAN DO IT FOR YOU.) 


These points are only a guide. 

The best advice is, &bove all, keep 
calm, and say nothing until you have 
seen your solicitor. 

If you have ever been arrested write 
in and tell us about it. 


THE POLICE WILL USUALLY INFORM YOU 
AS TO WHY THEY ARE ARRESTING YOU,: 
AND THEY WILL CAUTION YOU. 


GIVEN A COPY OF THE CHARGES . 
J| SHOULD SAY NOTHING WHILE THE OFFICER 
IS READING THE CHARGES. 


UM 


MEE Fc, ROOM S i M 


YOU WILL BE SEARCHED AND YOUR 3 | 

POSSESSIONS WILL BE TAKEN AWAY. g : M IF YOU ARE INJURED, YOU SHOULD REQUEST 
MAKE SURE THAT WHEN. YOU SIGN SE E : ae TO SEE A DOCTOR IMMEDIATELY. (MAKE 
FOR THEM, THAT YOU DO SO DIRECTLY ai a 32259 pee THE OFFICERS WRITE DOWN YOUR REQUEST.) 
UNDERNEATH THE LAST TTEM. | | 


; E POLICE CAN ONLY KEEP YOU AT THE 
IF YOU ARE UNDER THE AGE OF 16, THE THE POLICE C N 


POLICE SHOULD EITHER CONTACT YOUR . STATION FOR 48 hrs. WITHOUT EITHER 
PARENTS OR ANOTHER ADULT. CHARGING YOU OR TAKING YOU COURT. 


THE POLICE CANNOT DEMAND THAT YOU | | 
GIVE THEM YOUR FINGERPRINTS & PHOTOS Z a 
UM P renin ied GRAPHS . THEY WILL NEED TO APPLY FOR 


IT'TS “ADVISABLE TO REFUSE TO SAY, 3 a A COURT ORDER IF YOU REFUSE AND MAY Ereda 
ANYTHING UNTIL YOU HAVE HAD LEGAL —— Es B e. la LB oj M 


KEEP YOU IN OVERNIGHT UNTIL THEY HAVE 
OBTAINED ONE. des Gen es 


THE ONLY INFORMATION THAT YOU ARE THE POLICE MAY WISH TO SEARCH YOUR 
: HOME BEFORE RELEASING YOU. IF YOU 
LEGALLY OBLIGED TO GIVE IS YOUR REFUSE THEY MAY DETAIN YOU UNTIL. 
NAME, ADDRESS, AND DATE OF BIRTH. - EN = THEY OBTAIN A COURT ORDER. IF YOU 
: 18 AGREE, YOU SHOULD INSIST ON GOING 
| WITH THEM, OR MAKE SURE THAT A 
FRIEND IS m à 


why LYS IS TRATA? 


Over 2,000 years ago ancient Greece was torn in two by a bloody civil war 
that dragged on for almost thirty years. It seemed that the slaughter would 
never end and that new generations of sons would follow their fathers and 
grandfathers into early graves. ie 
In this atmosphere of despair, Aristophanes, a leading Athenian dramatist 
and opponent of the war, wrote a play which hinges on a novel and unorthodox 
way of bringing the conflict to a close. 

Lysistrata is an Athenian woman who is sick of the war and fed up with male 
politicians who are too proud and too macho to sue for peace. So she calls 
the women of Greece together and tells them how, by acting together, they can 
end the war. Firstly, they should seize the treasury and make sure that no 
more money is released for the war effort. Secondly, they should go on sex 
strike until their men make peace. The plan is put into practice. 
Patriarchal authority, in the form of a magistrate, is predictably outraged. 
War, politics and control of the treasury, he tells the protesting women, 
are all men's affairs. Sprig ; 

But Lysistrata tells him that women could manage the state much better, 
Women stand to lose husbands and sons in war - so isn't war women's bus- 
iness? Women unravel tangled skeins of wool - so couldn't women settle 
complicated territorial disputes? Women look after the house-keeping 

money - so couldn't women balance the nation's budget? 

. Over 2,000 years later the questions are the same ones. The answers are 
the same too. It's not that they haven't worked - its just that they've 
never been given a chance. 
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SIMPLE SUPPLIES 


11 GEORGE ST, BRIGHTON. 5 
also 167 Lewes Rd Jo 


LS 
N SSA eZ, 


` Sem -— Sé ; 
emi / Open Mon - Sat 
SA 3 9.30 - 5.30 except 


Thurs 9.30 - 1.30. 


CAVA SAN 


à NY A Workers Co-Operative / 
N Á 
Qclvertining Rates: | «£40; 4. £22 i Ye pago :L11 ; hs page £7: he ooge cd 
Reductums tor P Jh. / Alors pons lÜp per ipi] Pian Sal chaquso, FO- pari ee 
Gemmi Press. ænel fo LysisTAATA, To V Geonce Street, BRIGHTON, Sussex, BN. IRH . 
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MONDAY 8th NOV. s CS - : 
Breach of the Peace 
HOLT, Phone Halesworth 2409, 1 I8 PPE Occupied 
WOMEN'S DISCO Sentry box ak 
Foly. Basement Brighton. A Greenham. 


East Anglian Peace Exhibition “on 


WEDS. lOth NOV. 
The Politics of Alternative Defence 
Public meeting, St. James’, Picadill 
Speaker MARY KALDOR 


CRITICAL MASS in Parliament, 
Women's Peace Group Meeting, 
Brighton Women's Centre, 7.30 p.m. 


SAT. 13th NOV, 
TOOTING CND ; Frankie Armstrong, Leon Rosseinj 
Roy Bailey. Phone 946 7958 or 947 4540, 
END FRENCH DAY SCHOOL “Defence and Dissent in 
the 1960's"- Birmingham. Details Patricia Chilton 
Modern Languages, University of Aston, B'ham. 


JUMBLE SALE: Hanover Community Centre, 11.00 a.m 


SUN. 14th NOV. We will have a DIARY in the 


GREENHAM BENIFIT * future, 1f you send us 
Jackson Lane Community Centre, information. These are just 
Caxton House, Nr. Archway. a few dates for you to 
2.00 NVDA Workshops  ' $4 remember. 
5.00 Videos and filns GIR 
Later food and Caberet : 


MEDS. 17th Nov, 
COURT CASE Newbury 


